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Magnetic polarity
time scale: ages are
in millions of years
ago (Mya)

Colors indicate rocks
of normal magnetic
polarity (+), like now.
The north-seeking end
of a compass needle
would have pointed in
the general direction
of the geographic
North Pole.
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<«—— White areas have
reversed magnetic
polarity (). At those
g times, the north |
and south poles 3
exchanged positions. !f
The north-seeking end | |
of a compass would
have pointed in the
11 general direction of
the geographic South
Pole.
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